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The Relative and Other Designated Caregiver Program

Effectiv e Septem ber 1 , 201 7 , the Departm ent of Fam ily  and Protectiv e Serv ices enhanced its

Relativ e and Other Designated Caregiv er Program  (RODC), which prev iously  prov ided eligible

kinship caregiv ers with a sm all am ount of funds to help care for children placed in their care by

DFPS. House Bill 4 , passed by  the 85th Texas Legislature, replaced the integration and annual

reim bursem ent pay m ents with a program  that offers kinship fam ilies a m onthly  stipend,

sim ilar to foster care pay m ents. The program  also allows for a 3 -y ear Post-Perm anent Managing

Conserv atorship (PMC) Annual Reim bursem ent for kinship caregiv ers who obtain perm anent

custody  of a child.

Q: Who qualifies for the new Kinship Reimbursement Payment?

​A: Caregiv ers are eligible for the Kinship Reim bursem ent Pay m ent if:
the child they  are caring for is currently  in CPS conserv atorship;
they  hav e an approv ed hom e assessm ent and hav e begun Kinship Caregiv er Training;
they  are NOT already  v erified as foster parents;
they  sign and abide by  a Kinship Caregiv er Agreem ent; and
their total household incom e does not exceed 3 00% of the current federal pov erty  lim it. 

Q: How much is the Kinship Reimbursement Payment?

​A: The Kinship Reim bursem ent Pay m ent is currently  set at $1 1 .55 per day , per child; this is

approxim ately  $3 45.00 per m onth, per child.

Q: How long may an eligible caregiver receive the Kinship Payment?

A: The m onthly  reim bursem ent pay m ents are av ailable for up to 1 2  m onths after placem ent of

the child in the RODC with a one-tim e, six-m onth extension for good cause.

Q: Under what “good cause” circumstances might payments go beyond 12 months?

​A: Exam ples include:
finding a prev iously  absent parent of the child;
awaiting the expiration of the tim eline for an appeal of an order in a suit affecting the
parent-child relationship;
allowing additional tim e for a kin caregiv er to com plete the approv al process for
v erification or adoption of the child;
waiting for approv al of a child’s placem ent from  another state;
a delay ed determ ination of the child’s Indian Child status, or awaiting the approv al of the
Indian Child’s Tribe; or
any  other circum stance inv olv ing the child or caregiv er that DFPS deem s as justification
for an extension.

Q: What if the child moves?
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​A: The pay m ents follow the child, but the duration of the pay m ent stay s the sam e. For exam ple,

if a child liv es with an eligible grandm other for 4  m onths and then m ov es to an eligible aunt’s

hom e for 8 m onths, the 1 2-m onth pay m ent period does not restart.

Q: How is the Kinship Reimbursement Payment dispersed?

​A: The Kinship Reim bursem ent Pay m ent is paid m onthly  sim ilar to foster care pay m ents, but

because it is a reim bursem ent, it is paid in arrears. In other words, the pay m ents are determ ined

by  the num ber of day s the child was with the kinship caregiv er the prev ious m onth. Pay m ents

are processed for care day s in the prior m onth on or about the 1 5th of each m onth, and disbursed

at the end of that m onth for care day s in the prior m onth.

Q: Should relatives still apply for TANF before receiving the kin payment?

​A: Grandparents are no longer required to apply  for and be denied the TANF Grandparent Grant

(a one-tim e pay m ent of $1 ,000 per sibling group) before qualify ing for the Kinship

Reim bursem ent Pay m ent. Howev er, a grandparent m ay  still apply  for the grandparent grant

and receiv e it in addition to the Kinship Reim bursem ent Pay m ent.

Q: What if a caregiver receives PMC of child?

​A: If a caregiv er receiv es PMC of a child, the caregiv er can request the $500 annual

reim bursem ent per child for child-related costs. DFPS can reim burse caregiv ers in this am ount

for up to three y ears or until the child turns 1 8, whichev er com es first.

Q: What can judges and attorneys do to support the kinship payment process?

​A: Judges and attorney s should:
be fam iliar with the eligibility  criteria;
know that DFPS can only  m ake the pay m ent based on a reim bursem ent process; and
understand that if courts m ake tailored orders regarding different dates of pay m ents, this
m ay  delay  the pay m ent process for other kinship caregiv ers in that region. Ev ery  region
is processing a large num ber of kinship caregiv er pay m ents ev ery  m onth, and because
kinship reim bursem ents are currently  processed m anually , a court-ordered pay m ent
requires extra steps in v alidation which m ay  cause delay s in the ov erall deliv ery  of
pay m ents in the corresponding region.

Q: How can I learn more about kinship placements in general?

​A: The Capacity  Building Center for States supports jurisdictions across the nation in

im plem enting and sustaining practices that prom ote and m aintain relationships of children in

care with their parents and siblings, place children with relativ es whenev er appropriate, and

norm alize their experiences in foster care as m uch as possible.

Publications and Videos:
Authentic Voices Video Series: Sharing Our Perspectiv e
Em powering Caregiv ers, Strengthening Fam ilies Video Series
Hav ing the Norm alcy  Conv ersation Series (publication series)
It's All Relativ e: Supporting Kinship Care Discussion Guides and Video Series
Perspectiv es on Norm alcy : Videos and Discussion Questions

Related Resources:
Kinship Care (Child Welfare Inform ation Gateway )
Keeping Foster and Kin Parents Supported and Trained (KEEP) (Oregon Social Learning
Center)
Grandfam ilies (Generations United)
Kinship Care Resource Kit for Com m unity  and Faith-Based Organizations (Children's
Defense Fund)
The Kinship Treatm ent Foster Care Initiativ e Toolkit (Foster Fam ily -based Treatm ent
Association)
"Supporting Relativ e Caregiv ers of Children" (National Conference of State Legislatures) 
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I f you are a  judge or a�orney handl ing CPS cases  and have ques#ons , please contact the Chi ldren's

https://capacity.childwelfare.gov/states/info/authentic-voices-videos/?utm_source=may&utm_campaign=nfcmonth&utm_medium=spotlight&utm_content=authenticvoicesvideos
https://capacity.childwelfare.gov/states/focus-areas/foster-care-permanency/empowering-caregivers/?utm_source=may&utm_campaign=nfcmonth&utm_medium=spotlight&utm_content=empoweringcaregiversvideos
https://capacity.childwelfare.gov/states/focus-areas/preventing-sex-trafficking/normalcy-conversation/?utm_source=may&utm_campaign=nfcmonth&utm_medium=spotlight&utm_content=normalcyconversationseries
https://capacity.childwelfare.gov/states/focus-areas/foster-care-permanency/kinship-care-series/?utm_source=may&utm_campaign=nfcmonth&utm_medium=spotlight&utm_content=itsallrelative
https://capacity.childwelfare.gov/states/focus-areas/foster-care-permanency/perspectives-normalcy/?utm_source=may&utm_campaign=nfcmonth&utm_medium=spotlight&utm_content=perspectivesonnormalcyvideos
http://bit.ly/2KRbgLY
http://bit.ly/2wO3IGS
https://www.gu.org/explore-our-topics/grandfamilies/
http://bit.ly/2L2j3GL
http://bit.ly/2rIHAbJ
http://bit.ly/2rKAvXh
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=f18babb4-9130-46ff-ac5c-8d351da14b2c&preview=true&m=1129497844492&id=preview


Commiss ion at chi ldren@txcourts .gov. For a  complete l i s t of Res ource Le�ers , please vi s i t the
Chi ldren's  Commiss ion webpage. Informa#on provided by the Chi ldren’s  Commiss ion should not be
read as  commentary by the Supreme Court of Texas  or any other court. For more informa#on about the
Chi ldren’s  Commiss ion, please vi s i t our webs i te.
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